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Year of Faith launched in NZ
by MICHAEL OTTO

AUCKLAND — What does it mean to be
a people of faith at the dawning of the 21st
century?
That was what Bishop Patrick Dunn asked
the congregation at a packed St Patrick’s
Cathedral during the Auckland opening
Mass for the Year of Faith, called by Pope
Benedict XVI.
On October 11, Bishop Dunn said that this
question would be “the challenge that lies
before us as we journey into this wonderful
celebration of our faith, the Year of Faith”.
The date coincided with the 50th anniversary of the opening session of the Second
Vatican Council. Bishop Dunn spent much of
his homily speaking about Blessed Pope John
XXIII, who called the council.
Pope John had two aims in so doing,
Bishop Dunn said. The first was “to promote
the enlightenment, the edification and the joy
of all the Christian people”. The second was
“to extend a cordial and renewed invitation
to the faithful of the separated communities
to participate with us in this quest for unity
and grace”.
Bishop Dunn noted that Pope John set the
tone for the council. “It was to be a joyful
celebration of the faith of the Church.”
Pope John’s first words at the opening
were “Gaudet Mater Ecclesia” — “Mother
Church rejoices”, Bishop Dunn noted, not
Mother Church condemns.
The bishop exhorted the faithful not to
forget “the great vision, the encouragement
that John XXIII brought to the Church and to
the world, in his time, and the heritage that
he left to us, the great vision, this wonderful
council, that looked again at the mystery of
the Church, the light of all nations and reminded us all that we’re to be ambassadors
of joy and hope to a world that sometimes
is suffering. . . . [W]e are called to be the ambassadors of Christ, the light of the world.”
Dioceses around New Zealand are planning various events to mark the Year of Faith.
In Auckland diocese, a symposium on the
Word of God took place from October 12-14.
In early January, a celebration in the Hokianga is planned to mark the 175th anniversary
of the first Mass said in New Zealand. In late
October, a Chinese evangelisation event is
planned for east Auckland. For more details
see www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz
In Hamilton diocese, parish cluster groups
will study some of the major documents of
Vatican II. See www.proudtobecatholic.org.nz
In Wellington archdiocese, a symposium
is planned for February next year that will
also focus on Vatican II. See www.wn.catholic.
org.nz
In Christchurch diocese, a special icon
— Mary, Mother of the Church — has been
written for the Year of Faith. It will be “on pilgrimage” in parishes and schools. Catholics
were encouraged to receive Reconciliation
before the start of the year. A closing Mass
is planned for the feast of Christ the King in
November, 2013, possibly at the CBS Arena
in Addington. See www.chch.catholic.org.nz
For Year of Faith activities in Dunedin
diocese, see www.cdd.org.nz

Srs Gaudia (left) and Caterina visited Arthur’s Pass National Park with Christine Barrett and her daughter, Bernadette.

Nuns from St Faustina’s order make a visit
by PAT BARRETT
Sisters Caterina and Gaudia from
the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy
congregation in Poland, the order
to which St Faustina Kowalska belonged, toured New Zealand in September and October.
The sisters, having been invited
by Christchurch diocese, spoke to
parishes, schools and young people,
following the call of Jesus in his messages to St Faustina, the first saint of
the third millennium, to “Proclaim to
the whole world my unfathomable
mercy”.
Many teachers, school principals
and young adults commented that
the sisters’ visit was an inspiration
to mercy and a witness to the ful-

The sisters also
filment many find in
showed how St Faustina
religious life. Students
had shown mercy in her
in particular were open
life and how this had
to the sisters’ call to be
impelled them to do the
missionaries of mercy
same and to encourage
in New Zealand and to
others in this apostolic
be open to the Holy
work. This was espeSpirit in the workings of
cially relevant for all
the new evangelisation.
those who came and
The sisters illustratwished to deepen their
ed the profound faith
relationship with Jesus
of St Faustina and how
through Mary by being
the Lord worked poweractive apostles of mercy
fully through her life to
St Faustina Kowalska
wherever they are.
remind the world that
A formation day was held at
he is a God of love and mercy, and
that, if we wish to receive mercy, we Christ the King Parish, Burnside,
first must be merciful to our brothers where the teachings of Blessed Pope
and sisters and “ask” for mercy in the John Paul II and St Faustina were
explored.
sacrament of Reconciliation.

Ticket winners from Palmerston North
The winners of the NZ Catholic
movie ticket draw are from Palmerston North diocese. They are:
Mr & Mrs Hutchinson of Tara-

dale, and Mrs M. D. Simmons of
Palmerston North.
We hope you enjoy Where do
we go now?
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