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DIVINE MERCY PUBLICATIONS NEW ZEALAND 

 
JESUS I TRUST IN YOU 

PO BOX 20266 ���� BISHOPDALE  ���� CHRISTCHURCH 8543 ���� NEW ZEALAND 
Phone/Fax 03 359 2087 Email info@divinemercy.co.nz  www.divinemercy.co.nz 

UPDATE 2011 
                          (Please note our changed phone number 03 359 2087)                              

“Let no soul fear to draw near to Me even though its sins be as 
scarlet” D.1074 

 
October 5 Feast of Saint Faustina, Apostle & Secretary of Mercy 

NZACOM AUGUST 26-28, 2011 CHRISTCHURCH  
 

Dear Apostle of Mercy, 
 I am privileged to inform you that after two years of prayer, preparation, the blessing of Bishop 
Barry Jones and help from numerous volunteers the inaugural NZACOM (New Zealand 
Apostolic Congress on Mercy) www.divinemercy.co.nz/NZACOM), launched under the title, 
Divine Mercy - God's Gift for our Time, was held in Christchurch over 26-28 August this year. 
This congress was a continuation of the various congresses held around the globe over the past 
three years following WACOM (World Apostolic Congress on Mercy 
www.worldapostoliccongressonmercy.org) held in Rome, April 2-6 2008, and which was opened 
with the anniversary Mass of Pope John Paul II by Pope Benedict. Thus a clear link has been 
established between the Pontificate of John Paul, that of Pope Benedict, and the urgent and 
universal call to become apostles of mercy in these days according to the model established and 
proclaimed by St Faustina Kowalska, 1905-38, in Poland between the wars when she received 
prophetic visions and instructions from the Lord to write her now famous Diary, 'Divine Mercy 
in My Soul', one of the greatest spiritual classics of all time. During WACOM in 2008, delegates 
and attendees were exhorted to proclaim mercy; first as a way of life, second, as a message and 
third, as a devotion. This was also the brief for NZACOM when up to 500 attended the various 
Masses, Eucharistic Adoration, talks, presentations, films, and witnesses to and for mercy. 
NZACOM was opened with the Votive Mass of Divine Mercy celebrated by Bishop Barry Jones 
of Christchurch Diocese, he was accompanied by Archbishop Alapati L. Mataeliga of Samoa, 
and Coordinator for Divine Mercy for Oceania, Fr Patrice Chocholski, Secretary General for 
WACOM and parish priest in Lyon, France, (appointed by Cardinal Schonborn, Austria, 
and President of WACOM) together with a dozen other priests. Fr Patrice Chocholski has 
travelled around the globe over the past three years, visiting every continent, and attending every 
national and regional congress and encouraging all to greater trust in Divine Mercy and greater 
works as servants for the Lord. 
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He spoke of the need for modern witnesses to Divine Mercy in a world infused by hate, revenge, 
and self. 
This congress was especially blessed by the high calibre of the keynote speakers - Fr Rory 
Morrissey, from Auckland, New Zealand, and one of the spiritual directors for NZACOM (along 
with Monsignor William Middleton, Christ the King Parish, Christchurch), Fr Antoine Thomas 
(Brothers of St John and EWTN host), now living in Christchurch and who offered a special 
adoration session for children, Deacon Bob Digan (USA), husband of Maureen Digan who 
received the miraculous cure of lymphodemia at the Shrine of Divine Mercy in Krakow, Poland 
in 1981. This cure brought about the beatification of Sr Faustina by Pope John Paul II in 1993.. 
Mr John Canavan (Director of Divine Mercy Publications, Melbourne, Australia) who spoke on 
the call to be merciful and his personal conversion experience, Sister Clare of Assisi who 
addressed the topic, Heart of Christ, Heart of the Beatitudes, and two other laymen; Mr John 
Fowler & Mr Ted Jordan, who encouraged the attendees to begin praying the Chaplet of Mercy 
given to St Faustina, to obtain mercy for the sick and dying in hospitals, a call which has 
subsequently been taken up by many people following the close of the congress. Lastly, Mr 
Tommy Canning gave a beautiful presentation of his stunning 'Art of Divine Mercy', which 
received wide acclaim from the attendees. Of special note was the presence of a large delegation 
of Samoans (over 100) from communities throughout New Zealand and also Sydney and Samoa. 
Their singing and enthusiasm infused the congress with joy. Attendees were also able to receive 
a blessing with a First Class Relic of St Faustina. 

 
Fr Patrice Chocholski  
Celebrates Mass at 
NZACOM St Bedes 
College Christchurch 
 
 
The blessings and graces 
which all received at the 
congress have and will 
continue to inspire all 
those who attended to 
greater acts and greater 
works of mercy in their 
homes, workplaces, 
and missionary 
endeavours, this is 
particularly important right 
here now in Christchurch 

which has suffered exceptional losses and destruction over the past 12 months during which four 
major earthquakes and over 7000 aftershocks have shaken the city and reduced its centre to a 
demolition site. Although the congress was attended by only a few Christians from other 
denominations and possibly some non-Christians, I am aware of several attendees who came 
from the local Catholic community, who were unaware of the call and urgency of Divine 
Mercy and who were captured by this message and mission, and now desire for it to transform 
their lives as new apostles of mercy. We are also incredibly grateful to the Trusts and individuals 
who generously donated funds to help bring this event to fruition.  
With Pope Blessed John Paul II, we can say, "There is nothing that man needs more than Divine 
Mercy", and with St Faustina, "Jesus I Trust in You!" 
 
“Thank you for everything, it was marvellous!”Fr Patrice Chocholski WACOM Sec.General 
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"Something I learned from the Congress is that Divine Mercy is a way of life, and it is the life 
Jesus has called us all to live, lives of forgiveness and love. The devotion is not what Divine 
Mercy is all about, but rather an aside to it. I went with an open mind, listened to some very 
inspirational and down to earth speakers and returned home gifted. As one speaker said, we are 
often surprised by Mercy. This was definitely true for me."     Judith Casey. Christchurch 
 
“We cannot thank you and your respected team enough for hosting such a spiritually 
moving conference. Everyone seemed to be following and paying attention…. that really made it 
more lively, fantastic. The spiritual and theological reflections by Bishops, priests and nun, with 
the life experiences of the deacon and our friend from Australia were very inspiring. I and my 
wife came home full of joy from this conference.”    Asiava Atonio Tuipe'a. Auckland 
 
 NOTE: A full set of Congress DVDs (7 in total at NZ$115 plus $6 postage New Zealand, or 
$22 postage international. Individual DVDs @ $15 each plus $2.00 postage) are available by 
contacting info@divinemercy.co.nz  
 
Deacon Bob 
Digan, Fr 
Patrice 
Chocholski, 
Mr John 
Canavan & 
Fr Rory 
Morrissey at 
the Open 
Forum event 
NZACOM 
Christchurch 
 
 
 
 
 

Congress Image goes to Dunedin 
One of the immediate fruits of NZACOM happened during the days of congress when it was 
advertised that the 1.8mtr Divine Mercy Image, on stage, was available, free of charge, (except 
for freight fees) to any parish which would commit to installing it permanently. Within 15 
minutes of this announcement I was approached by Fr Niusila Mariano from St Peter Chanel 
Parish in Dunedin, he would take the image home with him at the close of the congress to install 
in the church. The framed image is worth over $1000. We hope to make more available as 
time and finances allow. Perhaps you might consider making a donation to help facilitate 

this. 

 
Families of inmates and school fees 
In the past year we have sent US$26,450.00 (NZ$33,021.00 approx)) to 
Fr Bohan in Zambia to help with inmates and their children’s school fees. 
Over 120 children in total have been assisted with fees and uniforms and 
books in some cases. This is a wonderful result and we thank you all for 
your most generous response to this great work of mercy in Zambia.  
The final outcome of all this we may never know in this life, all is done 
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for the love of Jesus. That is all we are asked. 
Please remember to pray for your prisoner, and all the prisoners and their wives and  children, 
everyday and especially at 3pm and whenever you pray the Chaplet of Mercy and Holy Rosary.  
 

NZACOM Speakers meet and address some priests from the Christchurch Diocese 
 

 
 

WACOM Oct 1-5, 2011 Krakow, Poland 
As you receive this newsletter I will be attending the second World apostolic Congress on Mercy 
in Krakow, Poland as a delegate for the Christchurch Diocese. This event follows on from the 
Rome WACOM in 2008 to build on what was leaned from there and applied to the various 
regional and national congresses held around the globe over the past three years. It should prove 
to be an exciting and formative event for all the expected 4000+ delegates and individuals 
expected to attend. I plan to post a report in the next mail-out and also on our website. 
Please pray for this event and all attendees. 
You may wish to read the documents Christifideles Laici and Evangelii Nuntiandi to help clarify 
the Church’s goals in this area. 
Further information on the congress is available on the congress website; 

www.worldapostoliccongressonmercy.org 
 
Prophet of Mercy DVD draws universal acclaim at NZACOM 
The 100 minute film, ‘Prophet of Mercy’, shown at NZACOM on the opening night was well 
received by the capacity audience that crammed into the 200 seat auditorium. This stunning 
portrayal of the life of Sr Faustina in a 15 act play is a deeply moving and profoundly spiritual 
depiction of her mission  and the message of Divine Mercy. It is highly recommended and is 
available from us at $50 per DVD including postage. 
 

Bishop Uzoukwu in Nigeria 
Over the past year, since Bishop Martin Uzoukwu left our shores we have been able, with the 
help of donors, to forward to him NZ$2000 to help with the training of priests in his diocese of 
Minna. He is very grateful for this assistance. Please continue to pray for him, his priests, and 
Nigeria. 
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Other Divine Mercy Promotions undertaken for 2010-11 
• Importing 5000 ‘Divine Mercy Sunday’, Plenary Indulgence & Reconciliation leaflets      

from Australia for insertion in NZ Catholic prior to Divine Mercy Sunday this year and                      
distribution on Divine Mercy Sunday. Cost $1000 

� Placing a full page advertisement featuring information on Divine Mercy Sunday in the     
April edition of the Marist Messenger.  Cost $150.00 

• TV advertising on national television with a series of advertisements over the Easter period 
when we received over 100 calls, through our five call centres, and responded with free 
information packs. These packs contained information on the Divine Mercy image, message, 
and devotion, as well as a free response card for information from the Catholic Enquiry 
Centre in Wellington.   Cost $3000.00 

� Placing ads in Christchurch Press to promote NZACOM Cost $900  

 
Overseas Missions 
The Divine Mercy apostolate has supported or is continuing to support foreign missions which 
are active in promoting Divine Mercy in their parish or diocese. Over the year we have sent 
numerous parcels containing Divine Mercy literature, pictures, prayer cards and leaflets and 
DVDs to India, Solomon Islands, Philippines, Africa and PNG. We are very grateful to be able 
to contribute the work of the Church in the missions in this way. Please continue to support this 
work with your prayers and financial contributions. 
 

Comments from Foreign Missionaries & Priests 
“ I received the parcel you sent me and I distributed it to many children and adults. The religious 
articles are all very beautiful and I am very grateful to you for the love and concern towards our 
parish and me.”                   Fr Y. Thambi Kumar. Mary Queen of Angels Church. Krishna, India 
 
“I received your package containing pictures and novenas for Divine Mercy and give thanks to 
you and God through Our Blessed Mother. The prisoners will be praying for all of you and the 
tragedy in Christchurch.”                                           Manuel Navoa, Bulacan, Philppines  
 

RESPONSE TO THE EARTHQUAKES IN CHRISTCHURCH 
 An open letter to my fellow Catholics 
The events of the past few months in and around Christchurch have been numbing. Several 
major earthquakes have occurred here which have literally shaken our city to the core and caused 
unimaginable damage, immense suffering, and great loss of life (over 180 deaths). There has 
been immeasurable additional  suffering caused by job losses and relocations due to the 
widespread damage to buildings and housing, much of which has been condemned, this includes 
numerous Catholic churches around the city, and most regrettably, to our beautiful Cathedral 

which is now, most probably, beyond 
repair. 
Undoubtedly these events test our 
faith, ‘as that tested in a fire’ yet the 
Lord uses these events to warn and 
caution His people and bring good 
from this great evil which has struck 
our city. Ultimately these events too 
are signs of His everlasting mercy to 
us for they cause us to turn again to 
Him to seek His protection and 
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consoling grace.  We are reminded by the Lord Jesus, “Mankind will not have peace until it 
turns with trust to My mercy” (Diary 300).This is the peace which the people of Christchurch 
now seek both now and for any future events which threaten our city. But how to attain this 
peace? Pray, fast, receive the sacraments, and place the Image of Divine Mercy in your homes. 
Prayer and fasting with a contrite and humble heart, full of trust in the Lord through the 
intercession of Mother Mary has, and will work miracles in our lives and in our world. 
I call on you now to intensify your daily prayer, the Rosary and Chaplet especially, in your 
homes and parishes to bring peace and drive this evil from our city so that we are united in faith 
and committed to the Merciful love of God in which all fear is cast out. 
As well as your own efforts I remind you of the prayerful vigils conducted under the Divine 
Mercy apostolate at Christ the King Parish, Burnside, Christchurch each first Friday at 7-
8pm and each third Friday at 3-4pm.    Please join us in a crusade of prayer for our city.  
Yours in the Merciful Jesus through Mary Immaculate, Pat & Christine Barrett 
 

 “……Jesus I trust in you’ these words summarise the faith of the 
Christian which is faith in the omnipotence of God’s merciful Love.”                                             

Pope Benedict XVI   

“Divine Mercy is the limit to evil in the world. Face evil doing good “                                                                                                                                
Pope John Paul II 

20011-12 Projected Apostolate Expenses – Can you help us? 
Will you help us again with, both prayer and a financial contribution towards these costs so that 
we may continue the mission of Divine Mercy throughout our country and the world?  
$3500 will provide promotional funding for the NZACOM 2013.  
$2500 will provide for 20 ads on national television over Easter 2012. 
$1900 will provide for a priests training for 1 year in the Diocese of Minna, Nigeria.  
$1500 will purchase display advertising space in a city newspaper for Divine Mercy Sunday. 
$1000 will cover the cost of importing 7500 Divine Mercy Sunday leaflets. 
$700 will purchase a 1.8mtr image of Divine Mercy to be sent to a parish in New Zealand 
$500 will help provide for orphans we support in Indian Catholic parishes 
$200 will cover the cost of secondary schooling for a Zambian inmate’s child for one year 
$120 will cover the cost of primary schooling for a Zambian inmate’s child for one year 
$15 will provide a Bible for an inmate on death-row in Zambia. 

Consider sponsoring the next NZACOM in 2013! 
Or the training of a priest in Bishop Uzoukwu’s Diocese in Nigeria!  

 

All donations of $5.00 or more are tax deductible, receipts will be issued. 
Automatic direct credit donations & bequests are an excellent way of supporting our work. 
For your convenience our account details are entered here; 
Divine Mercy Westpac, Merivale, Christchurch, A/C No. 031707 0041871 25 
Just $15 donated each week by direct credit amounts to $780 per year. Those who are unable to 
contribute financially, consider offering an additional Chaplet of Divine Mercy each day for this 
work and especially for more Parish Priests to be moved to celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, for 
WACOM & NZACOM. Thank you, especially for your past support, and we ask that Jesus, 
Divine Mercy Incarnate, may bless you, your work, your families, and fill you with His love and 
grace so that you may radiate mercy to all you meet. 
Yours in the Immaculate Heart of Mary,                                            

 

Pat and Christine Barrett. 
 


