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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY — APRIL 23

NZ Catholic: April 9 - 22, 2006

Evolution and God’s mercy —
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 23
H

as evolution hindered
our belief in Mercy?
St Faustina, canonised by Pope John Paul II in
2000, received a series of
visions and messages from
Jesus in Poland throughout
her religious life, which she
recorded in her spiritual diary
(Divine Mercy in My Soul). The
most important instruction
she received was his desire to
have the Feast of Divine Mercy
celebrated on the Sunday after
Easter. This command was carried out by Pope John Paul II
who, in 2000, proclaimed, “...
the Second Sunday of Easter
as the Feast of Mercy for the
entire Church”.

about it(341).
“. . .Gather all sinners from
the entire world and immerse
them in the abyss of my mercy. I want to give myself to
souls; I yearn for souls, my
daughter. On the day of my
feast, the Feast of Mercy, you
will go through the whole
world and bring fainting souls
to the spring of my mercy.
I shall heal and strengthen
them” (206).
But his mercy is forgotten,
especially now when it is so
much needed in our world
ﬁlled with hatred and despair.
Why is the mercy of God irrelevant in the 21st century?
Because many attribute to

inﬂicted suﬀering on humanity right up until the present
day with cancers, murders,
and natural disasters.
A merciful God could not
do this, they reason. He either
does not exist or at least is
not compatible with the God
of Genesis. If we abandon the
traditional teaching of the
Fathers and councils, who
unanimously believed and
taught that the literal and
historical sense of Genesis
as given in Scripture is the
only authentic interpretation
of this foundational book,
then we are at the whim of
whatever “new” teaching is
presented on origins. By this
same rule, belief in evolution
and its variants also blinds us
to the need and urgency for
mercy, as were the people of
Noah’s time.

✙ An intimate union

Yet proclaiming this momentous event was not without diﬃculty, both in St Faustina’s time and still today,
when many are unaware of the
need for mercy, Divine Mercy
Sunday, and the extraordinary
graces available (see Divine
Mercy Sunday insert in this
NZ Catholic).

✙ Make the feast known
St Faustina asked Jesus, “I
am very surprised that you bid
me to talk about this feast of
mercy, for they tell me that
there is already such a feast.
. .” Jesus replied, “And who
knows anything about this
feast? No one! Even those who
should be proclaiming my
mercy and teaching people
about it often do not know
about it themselves. That is
why I want the image to be
solemnly blessed on the ﬁrst
Sunday after Easter, and I want
it to be venerated publicly
so that every soul may know

God the origin of all suﬀering
— He is therefore not the God
of Mercy. Undoubtedly this is
the predominant reason why
many fail to believe in God
or lose their faith in him altogether. This has come about
through belief in evolution,
as not only have we forgotten God’s mercy, we have also
removed him as Creator and
substituted random chance
as the progenitor of the entire
universe.
As the evolutionists say,
nothing plus no one equals
everything. By this course, and
attempts to marry Christianity
to evolutionary concepts (theistic evolution and progressive
creation), we have crippled
both the faith and hope of generations, especially the young,
who no longer see any validity
in Christianity, as they ﬁnd it
incompatible with what the
media presents as science and
what the Church presents as a
merciful God. They accept that
random chance (evolution) has

Conditions for observing
Divine Mercy Sunday
The conditions for properly observing Divine Mercy
Sunday and receiving the
graces promised are:
• Celebrate the feast and receive
the Blessed Eucharist on Divine
Mercy Sunday.
• Sincerely repent all your sins.
• Go to Reconciliation, preferably
before the day.
• Completely trust in Jesus.
• Carry out acts of mercy towards
your neighbour daily and, of
course, on Divine Mercy Sunday, through prayer, word or
deed.
• Venerate the Divine Mercy

image.
Jesus also asked St Faustina for the recitation of the
Novena of Chaplets, beginning on Good Friday, as part
of the preparation for Divine
Mercy Sunday.
For further information
on Divine Mercy Sunday,
where you can buy the Diary
of St Faustina, Divine Mercy
images and prayer books,
contact:
Divine Mercy Publications
PO Box 20266 Christchurch
5
Ph/Fax (03) 352-2177

In the Second Preface for
the weekday Mass in ordinary
time is the following prayer:
“In love you have created, in
justice you condemned, in
mercy you redeemed.” Thus
there is an intimate union
between love and mercy. Yet
Jesus told St Faustina that
mercy is the greatest attribute of God and all the works
of his hands are crowned with
mercy.
Therefore the only way
we can know what has gone
before, in Genesis, is by what
love (God) has told us. Wholly
believing in the doctrine of
original sin is foundational to
understanding when and how
suﬀering and death entered
the world, as God did create
a world of original perfection
(Original Justice CCC376).
There was no death, no suffering, no disasters for Adam
and Eve and all of Creation.
These things only came after
the Fall.

✙ We are not abandoned
Yet God did not abandon
us. In love he created us, in
mercy he wishes to restore us
to our state of original holiness. Restoration is the key

to understanding the urgency
and need for mercy.
Divine Mercy Sunday is
the most recent “act of mercy”
that the Lord caused to be
enacted in his Church for our
greater sanctiﬁcation and is
intrinsically linked to Easter
and therefore a continuation
and completion of Eastertide
by presenting a summation
of the Easter mysteries in one
special feast day.
Jesus instructed St Faustina: “Write down these words,
my daughter. Speak to the
world about my mercy; let

all mankind recognise my
unfathomable mercy. It is a
sign for end times; after it will
come the day of justice. While
there is still time, let them
have recourse to the fount
of my mercy; let them proﬁt
from the blood and water
which gushed forth for them
(D. 848).
Divine Mercy Sunday is the
Lord’s extraordinary gift to
heal his children and advance
us on the way of holiness and
intimate union with Him as
we once were in the Garden
of Eden.

